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Shaped by the transit of people, objects, and information across three continents, the 
Atlantic World is a space defined by both transformation and trauma—a ferment of 
creativity as well as a site of cultural destruction. This course examines the intertwined 
histories of art and science within this contested space, introducing students to the 
broader concepts and methodologies used to study the visual and material cultures of 
early modern science while also investigating the ways in which the entangled histories of 
European, African and Indigenous peoples require us to rethink conventional narratives of 
both artistic and scientific development.  
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