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Course description: 

 
What did it mean to be a subject in the eighteenth century, and how did the visual arts 
formulate and critique notions of personhood? This seminar will explore these 
questions – mostly in the context of French and British visual culture – through 
readings in recent historical and art historical scholarship. The seminar will focus on 
questions of gender, race, and species, but participants are encouraged to seek out 
research topics involving other aspects of the eighteenth-century subject as it is pictured 
in, or constructed by, art objects. 
 
 


